BISMARCK

Andrassy,1* was calculated to awaken a misgiving that be-
tween Russia and Austria a secret understanding had been
established to the prejudice of Germany. This misgiving,
however, is unfounded. Austria regards the restless Rus-
sian policy with as much disquietude as we, and seems to
be inclined for an understanding with us for common de-
fence against a possible Russian attack on either of the
two Powers.

' If the German Empire were to come to such an under-
standing with Austria, an understanding which should
have in view the cultivation of peace with Russia as sedu-
lously as before, but should also provide for joint defence
in the event of an attack by her upon either of the allied
powers, I should see in it an essential security for the
peace of Europe. Thus mutually assured, both empires
might continue their efforts for the further consolidation
of the Three Emperors' Alliance. The German Empire
in alliance with Austria would not lack the support of
England, and the peace of Europe, the common interest of
both empires, would be guaranteed by 2,000,000 fighting
men. In this alliance, purely defensive as it would be,
there would be nothing to excite jealousy in any quarter:
for in the German Confederation the same mutual guar-
antee subsisted with the sanction of international law for
fifty years after 1815. If no such understanding is come
to, Austria will not be to blame if, under the influence of
Russian threats, and uncertain of the attitude of Germany,

* On August 14 the Emperor Francis Joseph had sanctioned in principle
the discharge requested by Count Andrassy, but had deferred letting him go
definitively until his successor should be appointed. The Count agreed to
retain his position a little longer in order to complete the alliance with
Germany. On October 8 his resignation and the appointment of his suc-
cessor Haymerle were published.
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